Palliolatrix gen.n. is erected and distinguished from Peridinetus Schönherr and Peridinetellus Champion. Ten Neotropical species are included, with the following seven newly described: P. palliolatrix sp.n. (type species; Costa Rica and Panama), P. attenuata sp.n. (Costa Rica and Panama), P. crassa sp.n. (Colombia), P. infucata sp.n. (Costa Rica), P. pulchra sp.n., (Costa Rica and Panama), P. tuberosa sp.n. (Guatemala, Nicaragua to Colombia) and P. virgata sp.n. (Colombia). New combinations are P. lineola (Kirsch) (from Megops Schönherr), P. insignis (Chevrolat) and P. quadrimaculata (Champion) (both from Peridinetus).
Introduction
Baridine weevils associated with plants in Piperaceae were studied as part of the National Inventory of Costa Rican Biodiversity. The material included a homogeneous group of mostly undescribed species that could not be assigned satisfactorily to Peridinetus Schönherr. Herein, I erect a new genus for the accommodation of 10 species, seven of which are newly described, while three others are transferred, two from Peridinetus and one from Megops Schönherr, respectively. Single specimens of three species not yet described were available from Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia (AMNH, CMNC, SNSD), but are not treated in this paper.
Material and methods
Middle America is understood here as the region from southern Mexico to Panama including the Pacific lowland of Colombia. 102 specimens of Palliolatrix were studied (Fig. 13) (Fig. 12, 14) ................. 6 5. Body with distinct vestiture of elongate yellowish scales (Fig. 4) (Fig. 9) (Fig. 10) Specific epithet. A Latin adjective; the humpy hood-wearer. Discussion. The specimens from the Pacific side of the Cordillera de Talamanca are on average larger (6.6-8.2 mm vs. 4.2-6.6 mm total length) and the elytral vitta of black scales is curved around the median callosity rather than running straight across. The protuberances of the anterior pronotal margin are obsolete in all large-sized specimens from any location. Not included in the type series is a specimen from Cerro San Gil in Izabal, Guatemala (CMNC) with deviating body proportions and non-tuberculate pronotum. Paratypes none. Description. Total length 10.3 mm, standard length 9.9 mm (n=1). Integument dark red; basic vestiture of small, elongate yellowish scales which are larger and condensed in fuzzy dorsolateral pronotal vittae, in fuzzy oblique elytral fascia, along elytral striae (particularly in and behind fascia) and along suture of lateral plates. Rostrum 0.85× length of pronotum, curvature over antennal insertion moderate, dorsum finely costate medially, portion distal to antennal insertion 0.33× length of rostrum. Pronotum as long as wide, greatest width in basal third, sides rounded gently toward tubulate frontal portion. Elytra 1.77× longer than wide, humeri 1.38× wider than pronotum; interstria 3 without tumidity at midlength, preapical callus moderate for genus. Legs with minute femoral tooth, tibia barely produced ventrally, base slightly curved (Fig. 13) .
Palliolatrix infucata
Distribution. The species is known only from one specimen collected in the Cordillera de Talamanca at 2350 m elevation.
Specific epithet. A Latin participle; the made-up hood-wearer. Description. Total length 7.8-8.6 mm, standard length 7.3-8.3 mm (n=3). Integument dark red; basic vestiture of microscopic, cupreous scales, minute white scales condensed in elytral fascia, pronotal vitta and on flank. Rostrum 0.95-1.09× length of pronotum, curvature over antennal insertion moderate, dorsum finely costate medially, portion distal to antennal insertion 0.30-0.33× length of rostrum. Pronotum 0.87-1.00× longer than wide, greatest width near base, sides gradually narrowed toward tubulate frontal portion. Elytra 1.75-1.79× longer than wide, humeri 1.46-1.56× wider than pronotum; interstria 3 without tumidity at midlength, preapical callus moderate for genus. Legs with minute femoral tooth, tibia barely produced ventrally, base slightly curved (as Fig. 13) .
Palliolatrix attenuata
Distribution. The species is known from two sites in the Cordilleras Central (Costa Rica) and Talamanca (Panama) above 2000 m elevation.
Specific epithet. A Latin participle; the plain hood-wearer.
5.
Palliolatrix palliolatrix Prena sp. n. (Figs . 6, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17, 19-21, 23, 24, 26-28) Holotype male (dissected), labeled: "COSTA RICA, Prov. Cartago:/ P.N. Tapantí, Quebr. Segunda,/ 1200m, 9° 48' N 83° 47' W", "3. Description. Total length 6.9-8.3 mm, standard length 6.6-8.0 mm (n=6). Integument reddish; basic vestiture microscopic; hair-like, light-colored scales in dorsolateral pronotal vitta and adjacent portions of elytron, in indistinct, compound, oblique elytral fascia behind middle, on flank of prothorax behind eyes and on portions of lateral plates and ventrites 1 and 2. Rostrum 0.76-0.95× length of pronotum, curvature over antennal insertion moderate, dorsum faintly costate or not, portion distal to antennal insertion 0.29-0.33× length of rostrum. Pronotum 0.99-1.17× longer than wide, greatest width at base, sides converging more or less gradually to tubulate front. Elytra 1.64-1.72× longer than wide, humeri 1.40-1.46× wider than pronotum; interstria 3 tumid at midlength, preapical callus produced. Legs with moderate femoral tooth, tibia barely produced ventrally, base slightly curved (Fig. 12) .
Distribution. The species is known from three sites in the Cordilleras Central and Talamanca in Costa Rica and Panama.
Specific epithet. A Latin noun, adopted from the name of the genus.
large whitish scales. Rostrum 0.71-0.78× length of pronotum, curvature over antennal insertion slight, dorsum finely costate medially, antennal club relatively small, portion distal to antennal insertion 0.37-0.39× length of rostrum. Pronotum 1.09-1.14× longer than wide, greatest width in basal third, sides gently rounded and tubulate in front. Elytra 1.43-1.50× longer than wide, humeri 1.35-1.46× wider than pronotum; interstria 3 with gently rising and abruptly declining tumidity at midlength, preapical callus rather weak for genus. Legs with large femoral tooth, tibia produced ventrally, base notably curved (Fig.  14) . Distribution. The species is known from two sites on the Pacific slope in Colombia, both at approximately 500 m elevation.
Specific epithet. A Latin adjective; the big hood-wearer. Description. Total length 7.5 mm, standard length 7.3 mm. Integument reddish; vestiture of variously sized oval yellow scales condensed in narrow dorsomedian and broad dorsolateral pronotal vittae, in basal half of elytral interstria 3, in distal half of interstria 5 before preapical callus, at apex, flank and venter (except median portion of ventrites 3-5). Rostrum 0.83× length of pronotum, curvature over antennal insertion slight, dorsum finely costate and glabrous medially, portion distal to antennal insertion 0.40× length of rostrum. Pronotum 1.09× longer than wide, greatest width near base, subconical, tubulate in front. Elytra 1.60× longer than wide, humeri 1.42× wider than pronotum; interstria 3 without tumidity at midlength, preapical callus produced moderately. Legs with large femoral tooth, tibia slightly produced ventrally, base curved.
Palliolatrix virgata
Distribution. The species is known only from one site on the Pacific slope in Colombia, at approximately 400 m elevation.
Specific epithet. A Latin participle; the striped hood-wearer.
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